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Answer #1:  The Pilgrims who escaped the threat of England’s persecution left the country because they had rejected 
the Church of England (COE) as they did not believe that their teaching was consistent with scripture.   The Puritans 
were a sect who believed that the COE (Anglican) was in error but sought to purify the COE by reforming it from within 
and staying in the Church.  The “Pilgrims” were actually Separatists who sought freedom of worship and freedom 
from the COE because they believed they were apostate and false teachers.  They separated from the COE and made 
their own “illegal” churches thus they were not only in hostility with the COE but also the crown of England.  They were 
far more radical than the Puritans who sought to have religious freedom, a true community of believers and deep 
devotion to God. 
 
Answer #2:  In 1607 the persecution began to intensify because the Separatist were worshiping in other locations than 
the Church of England (COE).  This was illegal as everyone was forced to show allegiance to the crown by worshiping at 
the COE.  Those who were identified were persecuted and as it became more intensified a group decided to flea to 
Amsterdam and Leiden, Holland.  They experienced great hardship escaping to Holland.  Over time, the 
Separatists sought to leave Holland because the children were becoming Dutch and they wanted to be a part of an 
English Separatist Community where they were in a more rural environment as opposed to the city life of Leiden or 
Amsterdam.   They sought to establish a true community of believers – much like we would think of Israel in the OT. 
 
Answer #3:  This is somewhat of a trick question because there were two group of Pilgrims who sought to go to the 
new world.  A group from Leiden, Holland worked in concert with a group of Pilgrims from Nottinghamshire-Yorkshire 
region of England to make the journey.  The Pilgrims from Holland departed from Delfshaven, Holland on the 
Speedwell on July 22 and the Mayflower departed London on July 15th.  Both ships were to meet at the Harbor at 
Southampton when they both departed on August 5th.  After several attempts it was discovered that the Speedwell was 
not sea-worthy due to leaks they returned to Dartmouth on Aug 12th and then again to Plymouth on Aug 28th.  Finally, 
they scraped the idea of using the Speedwell.  They crammed as many people as they could along with cargo on to the 
Mayflower and departed Plymouth, England on Sep, 6.   
 
Answer #4:  There were a total of 102 passengers aboard the Mayflower.  If you count the two dogs, a springer 
spaniel and a big slobbery mastiff there were 104!  The crew is estimated to be around 30 - 40 men.  Records indicate 
that 40-50 of the passengers were Separatists and that most of them were from the settlement in Holland.  The 
passengers were not permitted to be on the deck of the ship but were limited to the horribly cramped and small 
quarters of the “Tween” decks.  It is an amazingly small area – where they did everything for 67 days.  
 
Answer #5:  The Pilgrims had obtained a “patent” to settle in America.  The English government sought to have an 
orderly process of planting settlements in the new world.  To gain economic strength and to obtain the necessary 
funding to obtain passage via the ship and other goods, the Separatists formed an alliance with other adventurers who 
for the most part held to Puritan ideals but they were not as conservative as the Separatists, aka “Saints.”  The Pilgrims 
called these adventurers “Strangers.”   The Pilgrims from England signed an obligatory agreement that involved paying 
back the Merchant Adventurers for their Capital outlay.  This became a contested issue with the Pilgrims from Holland, 
as they were not involved in the negotiations.  The “patent” they obtained was for the group to settle at the mouth of 
the Hudson River.  
 
Answer #6:  The Sailors on the Mayflower first sighted land on Nov 9th.  They attempted to go south and around 
Nantucket Island and encountered very difficult weather and sailing conditions.  At one point they nearly crashed the 
ship due to the hostile conditions and changing tides.  By now dissension and disease among passengers and crew had 
set in, some near death.  Rather than risking the lives of more people on board in an attempt to make it to the Hudson 
River Valley, the Captain decided to make land in a safe harbor in what is now known as Provincetown Harbor.  



During these two days is when the Mayflower Pact was drafted and signed by the 41 men who were Pilgrims.  They also 
elected John Carver, a Separatist the first Governor of the Settlement. After 65 long arduous days, some passengers 
made it to land.  A small band of people made shore on the 11th and they all returned to the Mayflower for Sabbath and 
worship.  It is believed most passengers went to land on the 13th. 
 
Answer #7:  The Separatists were products of the Reformation and were devout Calvinists. They rejected the Church of 
England (COE) and considered them to be apostates and false teachers.  They believed that there were only two 
ordinances of the church: the Lord’s Supper, and Infant baptism.   They were strong believers in core Calvinist teaching 
and strongly believed in predestination and the sovereignty of God in all things.  Many Puritans were prolific writers 
most of whom were Separatists.    It would have been common for each family to have a copy of the Geneva Bible in 
their home and along with several other works such as the Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, Exposition upon the 10 
Commandments by John Dod’s and John Robinsons’ work titled, Observations Divine and Moral.   They did not believe 
in written prayers but only spontaneous prayer.   
 
Answer #8:  The first American Indian that the Pilgrims engaged with that spoke English to them was Samoset.  He was 
a tall man with long black hair who stood before them stark naked.  Five days  later on March 22 that Samoset with four 
other Indians one of them being Squanto came to Plymouth.  Samoset learned English from other explorers who were 
fishermen who came to Pemaquid Point, Maine where he originally lived.  He was entrusted to be the first person to 
encounter the Pilgrims.  Massasoit was the sachem “Chief” of the local tribe of Indians further east of Plymouth and his 
brother Quadequina was a sachem “chief” of another tribe north/east of Plymouth.   The story of Squanto is a 
miraculous story of how this Native American (who spoke clear English) also assisted the Pilgrims began in April of 1621.  
Metaxas Squanto Story in WSJ. 
 
Answer #9:  The casualty rate the first few months was devastating as 47 of the original passengers died either on board 
the Mayflower or at the Plymouth Plantation, which is 46%.   One crewmember  (Thomas English) decided to stay at 
the Plantation with the Pilgrims but died during the winter (he is not included).  Of the passengers, 27 men died, 13 
women and 7 children died.  Of these, 3 men and 1 woman died while aboard the Mayflower.  These figures do not 
included the deaths incurred by the crew of the Mayflower, which is around 18 men about 50-55% of the original crew.  
The Mayflower departed on April 5, 1621.   Most of the people died due to the harsh winter conditions, a lack of 
adequate shelter, or bad nutrition that resulted in Scurvy.  Two babies were born aboard the Mayflower.  One was born 
during the journey across the Atlantic (His name was Oceanus Hopkins) and one baby was born while the ship was in the 
Cap Cod bay (His name is Peregrine White) neither is included in these statistics.  The longest surviving passenger was 
Mary Allerton who was 3 when they arrived in 1620. Mary was born in June of 1616 in Holland and died in 1699 at the 
age of 83.  No one died as a result of hostilities i.e. murder. 
 
Answer #10:  The “day” of Thanksgiving would have been foreign to the Separatists, i.e. “Saints”.  Their faith required 
them to practice praise and worship on a daily basis.  Their “hymnal” was to sing songs from the book of psalms.  They 
practiced worship not only on Sundays but daily as a family practice.  The people who were apart of the adventurers 
“Strangers” the desire to have a celebration of Thanksgiving may have been more pronounced due to the harsh winter 
conditions.  At a minimum they would have been Anglican and God fearing people who recognized God’s hand in their 
survival and harvest results of the summer and fall.  From the writings of Bradford, the festivities lasted a week and they 
played a number of games (shooting guns) and festivities in addition to singing praising God.  The Native Americans 
outnumbered the Pilgrims and there were only 53 pilgrims who were remaining.  It is documented that the Indians 
brought with them 4-5 deer (Venison) and that they had an abundance of Cod and Bass at the feast.  Remember, it was 
Squanto who taught the Pilgrims how to grow corn and use fish remains as fertilizer that was essential to harvest in that 
soil.  There was an abundance of turkey and other fowl such as ducks and doves.  They also had finished the barley 
harvest and they would have used this to make their beer.  It is reported that they had an abundance of berries as well 
including strawberries and gooseberries.   Sorry, there is no evidence that they had cranberries.  It is possible 
that they had roasted pumpkin and/or squash but they did not have pumpkin pie with cool whip for Thanksgiving 
celebration!  Too bad for them!!!! 


